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The following banners were moot numerous:

"Down with RAdeocut"

"WS want all 1RD government1"

"Death to the Insoiets1"

"Down with Mania:"

"Doan with the sabots= in the.governmenti"

"Long live the Ring, Chief of the army*"
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The follotrOrRIETIVErOrIME•TRD demonstration in Dosharest on 24
abraary 1945 and the eftemingatorders in front of the Rational Palest:-
represents the combined information obtained by several members of cue
staff:

1. Almo&otion of demonstratial 

The demonstrators, organized in oompational groupe with numerous
banners, began arriving at the Piatza Natsiunei shortly after 1300 bonii.
The bulk of demonstrators marched from concentration points in the city
area. nabs= however, ware transported from outside . the bityliMits -
by trucks froa points: as for reracr-:i as Pltmeti and as many as 2000 Were
reported as having arrived from other points in the country by train.
The demonstration officially began with epeeohetrat 1445.YPrelimipary.
estimate of the =her of demonstrators in 75,000 to 200,000i	 *
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"Long live.the.RosenienArmys"

• There were were also plotures of Stalin (largest and most natorous), the /SUNS,'
• ChurohL11 and Roosevelt. Practically each group married Romanian, Merles% British

4ç 'and hussian flags, also a few Donn% flags.
The temper of the crowd was sized and enthusiasm' appeared to be samosatrated

the lesediate vicinity of the speakers' p/atform. The demonstration as &MAU was
piet and orderly. No Romonisn polio. were atearied at the some bat a few lbesalan
patrols, in groups of two or three, art:tasted tt:ough the fringes of the crowd. In

• genera, the (=tents of tile speeohls contained repeated esetiments of the plaeards.
Toohori Ootedesau, deposed Under-Secretary of Interior, woe the 'iv/swivel speaker.
/he or hewn disbanding at 1600 hours. The denometratore faltering imstrmstions,
prooeeded in orderly manner to the square. in front of the Raja Pelee' and the 	 .

. stry of Warier. .

2. 4011,Aniamitufasit
Denonstratore began arriving in quantity at the palace area swore about 1645

hours aad. consisted largely of the orgenised • delionstrators. It is estimated that •
20-25,000 reached the palace ores. About 1700 home the demonstrators saved in large
number, toward the Ministry of Interior building. At 1710 hours several small call- 1
bre pistol shots were fired from the crowd, than abets oflarger calibre vire heard
and the arced panicked in front of the Mimistry bandies. A few moments later there
were several volleys of rifle and saohinelpnifire over the heads of the mord from
guards on the upper floors of the Ministry of Interior. Darimg the next hoer, epora-
dio tiring took pleas as the crowd dispersed and reformed intermittently.
this tine, speeches and abotAing-were in progress.

The sine of the active groups in front of the Mitistry was estbadad at less than
one thousand and their intention wee to gain entrain's to theldinietry building. f40
attempts were Made to stmeithe doortocapoessful,y. By 1900 hours the guards in
the Nixie*, building bad fired approziwatelz 150.shote and the demonstrators had - I
fired a minimum of 30 in return. Asoertainablo ossualties were one demonstrator.
and one soldier wounded. The guard at the Ministzy bad orders to shoot into ti air
and fire only when fired upon. The crowd began disporsingat about 1900 hour..
2000 haurwthere were smal . groups of demonstrators left at the mare totalling	 ITi
probably 200.	 1

•

According to one repo , 	 orgbio,ped l,  	 • &A.	 aomemnications, 
spoke to the crowd and urged them to go boobs, proclaim that the .Rassinns would in-
vestigate the sitoction fally.

3. Aterview With RAdosou

The Chief of Staff of the Soviet Military - Command of Inchareet interviewed'Oen- t
oral Rides= at about 1800 hours in the Ministry of Interior building. General
RAdeecu exhibited two bullet holes in tho window of his private office which up-
peered to have originated from the crowd in the square. Meson stated that he would f

not leave the building and would not turn over the oountry to mob rule. The Massimo
officer stated that General noskvitan, military commander of Itacharest, had previous-
ly issued orders to the Russians not to interfere with the demonstratior or with the
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ROMillideR army. After the shooting started he informed General Toodoresou, Romanian
Gemeander of Bucharest, that firing against the orowd must cease immediately. Gan-
oral Iteskeitonalso stated that he was tolephening rarshal Malinovski to report on
the happenings. leave Soviet 4aardsmsre promised to Meson to guard the Utnistry
building, and Peruissionwas grInted to ksop all the Rumanian troops in thn
Or the Ministry's proteotion.

4. Igformat'on from the Palace 

', Persons at the Palace windov teeing th* aprze dorin: the entire deamnetration,
confirmed the above statements coftcsrning the events in the Palace square.

* A report was given to the King at Sinai& Vast the PAD had'ataged throe other
dennostratione 'simultaneously; It 2ralova, woods stormed the Prefecture and °Gouged
it with no oasualtios einem the guards had orders not to firs; at Carsoal, the crowd
stormed the Profeeture unsu poessfully because of Bray resistance and several persons
war tilled and mounded; at Brasov.tho National Peasants and PHD rallies olached.

At about 2045 hours, several hundred Nadonal Liberal nod National Peasant:ow-
porters marched by the Palace in Doohorest siiniag the National Anthem end shouting
"Long live the Wine, and "Mesta and order". Counter-demonstr:tion looted at
least an hour end the orowd was last seen nerching dein the boulevard burning PDD
Big* hanging from etroet-oar.oires.

5. ponseauences of dgmostration

Acoording to report from genres close to the Palace, tatraseson, 000maciot leader,
stated that the government was guilty of firing on the people and he requested the •
Darshal of the Pelage to ask the Xing to *coo to Bucharest as soon as possible in e
order to solve tho'erisis.

At approximately 2200 hourle General Radeauu addressed the nation over the radio.
De referred to events of the afternoon, both in Bucharest and in the provinoes and
attacked 7WD as the irmtigatore of these disorders. He specifically blazed Ana
Paukwr, Uosommtrainal oommuniet le der, and "Bangarien" Vasil° Luca, seerotaryof
tie Communist party and stated that they wore people without ° pantry and althea* God.
The also stated that, at 2115 Were 4wo persons were killed and eleven wounded in
front of the Ministry of Interior ty maohinevistol fired from a moving car. This
followed the National Peasant desonstrAion mentioned in paragreph 4 above, but con-
motion between the two incidents has not boon oetzblished. Be concluded by rallying
the nation to revert him and the army in maintaining order.


